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Another Companion

Sunho Bae (GP-USA National Director)

The US Headquarters of the Global Partners (GP Mission) starts each day with meditation and prayer.
Naturally, the daily prayer topics include those shared by the missionaries of the GP Mission. During
these prayers, it is not uncommon to come across non-Korean names, indicating that the cultural and ra-
cial diversity of missionaries within the GP Mission is expanding. This change holds a significant mean-
ing for me, especially because of my personal family background.

My family is a multicultural family. I was born in Korea and my wife was born in Taiwan and we are
currently staying in the United States. We have two sons, and my wife speaks English to them while I
speak Korean. Between my wife and I, our communication is a mixture of English and Chinese and the
children speak English with each other. When my mother-in-law visits, our family language switches to
Chinese, and when my mother visits from Korea, my children and I act as translators between my moth-
er and my wife. Culturally, it’s like a blend of Korean, Chinese, and American influences.

In the diverse cultural landscape of the United States, it is quite common for people from different cul-
tural backgrounds to marry. However, when I got married to my wife 20 years ago, it seemed unfamiliar
to my relatives in Korea, and they referred to our marriage as an “international marriage.”

After getting married, we prayed together for a missionary organization to work with in the future, dis-
cussing Korean missionary organizations was not easy with my wife, who was born in Taiwan, raised in
the United States, and had difficulty speaking Korean. We continued to pray and seek guidance in mak-
ing this decision. Despite some concerns, my wife opened her heart to the GP Mission. The vision of the
GP Mission, along with my wife’s consideration for me who grew up in a Korean cultural background,
played a crucial role in making our decision. As a result, we became one of the few Korean-non-Korean
couples in the GP Mission at that time.

After many years in the mission field, my wife’s culture has also become a familiar part of my life. How-
ever, before reaching that point, we went through a phase of ‘accompanying.”’ During this time, we lived
by acknowledging and adapting to different cultures and ways of thinking, and we continue to learn
more about each other even now.

As the GP expands its cultural horizons, we will have increasing opportunities to collaborate with mis-
sionaries from different ethnicity in GP. Reflecting on the time my wife and I have spent growing within
the GP Mission, I feel hopeful for its future. I aspire for the new form of “accompanying” that God has
allowed us to partake in, to become a fresh channel through which God’s blessings can reach the nations
through the GP Mission.
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